Where Judgment Begins
Scripture reading: I Peter 4:17
The children of God who believe in justice and mercy, must agree that a loving God who is abundant in
mercy must judge the children of His household before He judges the world.
I Peter 4:17, “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at
us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”
God’s judgments take many different forms, some of which include the allowing of His enemies to come
against His people to punish them. One of the staunchest laws of God is the law of Sowing and Reaping.
Galatians 6:7, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.”
Only the Blood of Jesus Christ remits sin, otherwise all sin must be punished. Sometimes we only see the
effects on the outward man, and we tend to wonder why would God allow this? But we should never forget
that God is righteous and whatsoever is done of God is righteousness.
As an accountant it is very easy for me to understand that there must be a time of reckoning when all the
accounts must be balanced. At the end of the business year there is a time of reckoning, but if the business
is being liquidated, then all the accounts must be closed at the same time. This concept is the one which
the Scripture speaks of in I Peter 4:17. – The time is come – for what? – for the judgment of the Church.
It is not enough to accept Jesus as Saviour, we should know him as Lord and follow Him. The majority of
Christians dwell in the realm of accepting Jesus as Saviour, but following foolish shepherds who are not
following the Lord or who follow Him afar off. The present darkness into which the world is entering
demands that we follow Jesus the whole way in order to overcome.
Midnight, as mentioned in Matthew 25, is going to separate those who had the work of God done in their
souls from those who frustrated the Holy Spirit, not allowing him to do the transformation within the area
of the soul. Jesus Christ redeemed our souls by His death, and he came to save our souls. If in the final
analysis, we reject the completion of this work in the soul, then the mind and the emotions will remain
unregenerated and we will fail to overcome Satan in the power of his strength.
(Excerpt from The Omega Message, June 1982)
Thought for today: It is not enough to accept Jesus as Saviour, we must know him as Lord and follow
Him.
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