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The Jawbone of an Ass  

Scripture reading: Judges 15:9-17 

Let us look at the following story today: Samson, after destroying the corn fields of the 

Philistines, went into a rock Etam, stayed there and the Philistines came to arrest him. I trust 

you understand that I am not talking about Samson. What am I talking about then? I am talking 

about the church hiding in the rock. And I am talking about the brethren of the church who give 

up the others. Some of us give up the others. Some of us are weak, afraid of the enemy. The 

Israelites went up, arrested Samson and delivered him to the Philistines; the church delivering 

up church.  

So the Israelites bound Samson with new cords, took him down and delivered him over to the 

Philistines so that the Philistines would not hurt them. The church system is about ready to 

deliver those who are different from them, who won’t conform to their ways. Deliver them up to 

the world to be destroyed.  

Samson went down bound before the Philistines. The Philistines began to celebrate their victory 

and God said, “They shouted against Samson and against God.” I want you to understand that a 

shout symbolizes a certain going forth of energy in whatever you are doing. They were praising 

their god for giving them Samson. Now remember that I am not talking about Samson. They 

shouted against him and the Bible recorded that when they shouted, God came upon him. In 

other words, Samson needed a move of God to move. God is saying that we need the move and 

when we feel the move, we must move. When this move hit Samson, the Bible said that the ropes 

were burned as if by fire. The fire of the Holy Ghost is going to lose your bands and set you free. 

And when your bands are loosed, you must know what to do; you must do the right thing. The 

first thing Samson did was to look around for a weapon, something to fight with. There was an 

old dead jackass. His bones were bleached white, bleached dry bones, and there was his 

jawbone.  

Let us look at the spiritual meanings of all this: Samson means the body of Christ; the rope is the 

bondage that they have put upon us; His brethren are the other Christians who don’t like us. So 

what is the jawbone of an ass?  

Your Bible is a beautiful, marvelous book. There is no book like it in the world. When you read 

your Bible, you know it could not be written by a man. Moreover, there were several men that 

God used to write it and there was no way those men could have gotten together to discuss it, 

because they lived in different ages of time. Go in your Bible and read about the jackass. The 

first reference I can think of is in the law – the firstfruits belong to God. You must take the 

firstfruits of your field and carry them to God. You must take the first animal you have from the 

doe, or she-ass, or anything else and it belongs to God. But God doesn’t want a jackass to be 

offered up as a sacrifice. So what do you do with the jackass? You redeem it with a lamb. If you 

don’t redeem the ass, then you must break its neck, because it belongs to the Lord.  

When you take that right along, you will see that the ass is referring to you. We are the ass and 

God says that “out of the mouth of babes and suckling He hath ordained strength” (Psalm 8:2). 

In the end time, God shows a picture of a sharp two-edged sword coming out of the mouth of the 

church and destroying his enemy. In Revelation 11 we see the two witnesses and the fire, the 

word of their mouth, was coming out to destroy their enemies. So you want to know now what 

the jawbone of a jackass is? God is talking about our mouth! Oh, yes! Samson said, “With the 
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jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men.” (Jg 

15:16) The ass is redeemed. The ass was bleached dry bone, but it was redeemed by Samson 

picking it up in the name of the Lord. And he slew 1,000 men with the jawbone of an ass.  

So we see God doing something in our time. Samson couldn’t do anything unless the Lord came 

down on him. God had to give him a special anointing for every job he was going to do. 

Brethren, it is the same with you. If you think that you can get up and run out there and do your 

own thing, you are making a sad mistake. We must have that special anointing of God to do 

what we need to do, but we have to understand that He has certain rules by which the anointing 

is given and we must go by these rules.  

(Excerpt from “Led of the Spirit”, Foundational Teachings #077)  

Thought for today: God has certain rules by which the anointing is given and we must go by 

these rules. 


