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Rise up and Do 

Scripture reading: Psalm 40:7-8 

As the days go by, we find God changing the word that comes forth. This is one of the reasons we 

cannot preach “canned” sermons, because the “can” would be producing the same thing that it 

produced last year. But we find the word changing and the clarity of it is increasing. Even the 

same old word is coming more alive. I believe you are finding the same thing: that there is 

liveliness about the word of God that is coming forth in the body of Christ.  

The body of Christ must be alive. The body must minister. God does not have a class of people 

called ministers. Did you know that? He does not have a class of people called ministers. God 

has set in the body apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and teachers. But where is the 

ministry? The ministry is in the body. This means there is no one who can come and say, “God 

sent me to minister to you,” unless he is a functioning part of the body. We are only different 

parts of the body of Christ. The finger is as alive as the toe, but the finger cannot do what the toe 

does; neither can the toe do what the finger does; but it is just as much alive.  

God is directing us to an even more detailed understanding of what the body of Christ really is. 

He wants us to begin to walk in the body and live in the body. That is, if you cannot live as a 

body member, you are not of the body. We have too many dead members. Or, let’s put it a little 

better: members that will not exercise their rights to move and to live and to do what God wants 

us to do. In other words, God is feeding us more energy now; more life is coming forth now into 

the body than there was before, because this is the time when we are going to have to rise up and 

do. 

(Excerpt from “Led of the Spirit”, Foundational Teachings #077)  

Thought for today: This is the time when we are going to have to rise up and do what God wants 

us to do. 


