The Mystery of Baptism
Scripture reading: Matthew 3:11
Did you know that the Bible is written in mysteries which are sealed until the appointed time? (See Daniel
12:8-9; Revelation 6.) We thank God that now is the appointed time when all these seals are being opened
and the church can understand these mysteries. The first seal is representative of salvation. The second
one, which we will be talking about today, is called baptism; it also includes consecration and
sanctification. The outer court baptism, or first baptism, is baptism in water. We read this in Matthew
3:11. John the Baptist speaks here not only about one baptism but two – the baptism in water and the
baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire. There is also a third baptism. This third baptism is found in 1
Corinthians 12:12-13, "For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all BAPTIZED INTO ONE
BODY, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink
into one Spirit."
We go back to the Divine plan in the Word of God. Every word in Scripture is natural in its first
dimension. It is spiritual in its second dimension and it is in the fullness in the third dimension. THE
WORD OF GOD is a DIMENSIONAL WORD. Let me show you this in the Scriptures. In Ephesians 3:17
and 18, "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May
be able to COMPREHEND with all saints what is the BREADTH, and LENGTH, and DEPTH, and
HEIGHT." One Word can mean one thing in a certain dimension and when you look at it in a deeper
dimension, you find it has depth to it. It has height, width, and length. Notice, there is a fourth dimension.
It has depth. Normally, depth and height would be the same, but spiritually they are not.
Many of us contend about baptism and are distressed and deceived about what baptism really is. The
Word of God shows that BAPTISM IS A COVENANT MADE WITH GOD by a physical operation. You say
what kind of covenant is that? When you marry someone, there must be witnesses and a certificate and a
ceremony. All this is necessary because we are still human beings. IN THE SPIRIT, when it is written, IT
IS WRITTEN. We must go down into the water and be covered by the water and we must arise out of the
water. This is the symbolism. If you do not do the symbol right, then you do not have a baptism.
The symbol of baptism is a three-step operation. We baptize in water and the water covers us. This is the
symbol of death. We arise out of the water and are covered by the water. This is the symbol of the
anointing of the Holy Spirit. When we go into a spiritual baptism, the Spirit must cover us over, just as the
water covered us. Then you go into the fullness of baptism, learning your lesson from the physical
operation.
God says that baptism is making a covenant with Him. The covenant is that you will go the whole way through death, through burial, and through resurrection. This is the symbolism of baptism. All this is very
Scriptural. I would encourage you to study this out for yourself. However, I am pressing it upon you that
baptism in water is absolutely necessary. God told Moses the tabernacle must be built according to the
pattern. Obedience is absolutely necessary in serving God.
(Excerpt from The Book of Revelation, Volume 1, pg. 106-107)
Thought for today: Let us not be satisfied in just one dimension but press forward towards the fullness of
our baptisms.
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