True Fruit Bearing - Part One
Scripture reading: John 15:1-6
Revelation 3:1, "And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the
seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and
art dead."
This church was situated in the city of Sardis, the capital city of Lydia. Sardis was a very luxurious place.
The church had a name that it was alive, yet it was dead. The church was very well populated. It had many
members full of the world and the things of the world, but the fruit of the Spirit was not evident.
Let us look again at the Tabernacle that God instructed Moses to build. The entrance into the Tabernacle
was through the gate. The Brazen Altar of sacrifice was the first piece of furniture inside the gate. In type,
this is where church begins. Outside of the gate of the Tabernacle there is no church. The SEVEN
CHURCHES referred to in Revelation are typed by the SEVEN PIECES OF FURNITURE in the
Tabernacle. If this is true, then the church that was outside of the gate of the Tabernacle was a dead
church. Sardis was NAMED by God as one of the seven churches. Therefore, this church was supposed to
have been alive, but because it had ceased to produce fruit, it was dead. John 15:1-6 tells us that the fruit
bearing of a church or an individual must come through the connection to the vine, which is Christ.
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3
Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned." A DEAD CHURCH is
a church that is no longer attached to the vine.
In the Tabernacle, the symbol of the church is the Candlestick, or the Lampstand. The oil is poured into
the Lampstand and comes up and feeds all the seven lamps. If something should happen and one of the
arms is cut off, then no oil would go into that arm and no oil would go to that lamp. Consequently, that
lamp would be dead and would have to be removed, according to the Word of God. "Thou hast a name
that thou livest, and art dead." I want to remind you again that these churches are typical of the WHOLE
CHURCH AGE from the time of Christ until now. Some of us are involved in these churches, every one of
these seven churches. Today there is a church which seems to have life but yet it is dead.
The fruit of the Spirit and fruit bearing do NOT mean winning souls, having miracles, or doing works. God
will do His work in spite of us. The church that is saving souls says that they are doing well because souls
are being saved. Souls are being saved because God wants to save people. Wherever the Word of God is
preached He will save people. Even in places where they do not believe in salvation (churches that play
around with the Word) the Word produces deliverance in the people. The fact that souls are being saved,
people are being delivered, and lives are being changed DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN the church is
fulfilling its function before God. God said there are "seven Spirits" working with the seven different
churches regardless of what their spiritual condition is. God is still working with them because God must
bring forth salvation to His people.
(Excerpt from The Book of Revelation, Volume 1, pg. 54-55)
Thought for today: Jesus is the vine. Are you and your church connected to the vine so that you may bear
the fruit of righteousness?
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