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What Apostolic Teaching Are You Following? 

Scripture reading:  Ephesians 4:11-13 

God has put a picture in the Bible of the Body of Christ into the Tabernacle of Moses. Do you know that the 

Outer Court church is not the Body of Christ? Let me describe a picture to you of the Holy Place and the 

Holy of Holies as it is recorded in Exodus 26. The structure is made out of twenty boards. The boards on the 

corner of the end are double. There is one bar going right through the whole side. The bar is held by rings, 

golden rings. The boards are made of wood and gold. The gold covers the wood, so that the wood does not 

show at all. Wood means humanity and gold means divinity. So you see, it is God’s idea that our humanity 

should be covered by His divinity so that we would not have a human organization, but a divine 

organization. Human beings cannot organize a divine organization, so we have to be organized by God. 

Let us read what God says about the five bars. All the bars are held by three golden rings through each 

board. It is the boards that hold the bars, and the bars keep the boards. These five bars represent five 

ministries. The long one is the apostles, and the shorter ones represent prophets, evangelists, shepherds and 

teachers. We are not talking about pastors, because the word pastor is Latin. In Latin, it means that you can 

keep cows, you can keep hogs, you can keep goats, or you can keep sheep. But in the Greek rendition of the 

word, you can only keep sheep as a shepherd. So, Jesus said, “I am the good Shepherd” (John 10:11).  

Let us look at Ephesians 4:11-12, And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 

and some, shepherds and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ. It said the ministry is given for the perfecting of the saints. God is saying that 

He has set a ministry in the world to perfect the saints. Now, if you give the saints wrong doctrines and 

dogmas that are made by man, instead of perfecting them, it will kill them. So, it depends upon what 

apostolic teaching you are following – that is what decides whether you are in the Body of Christ or not. 

Let us take some of the teachings that have turned away from God. What about communion? When you 

bless the bread, does it become meat? When you bless the wine, does it become the Blood of Jesus Christ? 

The answer is NO. So, if you have a doctrine that when a person takes the bread and the wine, it makes him 

holy, it is a false doctrine. Therefore, the true apostles of God must teach the truth to bring people away 

from these lying doctrines. Let us consider the doctrine of rapture. If you teach the people that they are 

going to be raptured from the world and taken away to another place, it is a false teaching. The people need 

to know that they are going to have to overcome here on earth and don’t feel that they are going to escape 

the tribulation while all the other people have to go through it. We saw the Chinese church destroyed 

because they believed they were going to fly away, and Jesus didn’t come and take them away out of their 

tribulation. The people of God must understand that God wants us to overcome. Therefore, the church must 

go through the tribulation. Also, the idea that only the ministry is hearing from God and that you only have 

to listen to what the ministries say, and not hear from God for yourself is indeed a wrong doctrine. There are 

many, many other doctrines that we would need to go into, but God promises us that He would bring the 

truth to us in the end time. 

(Excerpt from Keeping in Touch, September 17, 2006, pg. 5-6) 

Thought for today: Let us be careful what teaching we are following as it determines whether we are a part 

of the Body of Christ or not. 


