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The Analogy of the Fish 

Scripture reading: Leviticus 11:9 

Leviticus 11:9 gives TWO qualities which distinguish the clean fish from the unclean: they must have 

scales and they must have fins. 

The fish with scales is shielded from the water by the scales and is not a part of the water. This is a dry fish 

in a wet environment. Even the eyes of this fish are shielded with a kind of "contact" lens from the water. 

The scales also have a rough surface which causes a certain amount of friction when the fish darts along, 

supplying heat to its body. So the fish draws heat from the cold water. THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

of this is that the fish represents the Christian in the world. The water is a type of the world, and the fish is 

a type of the Christian. He is in the world, but not of the world. He is a paradox, drawing good from an evil 

environment. A warm-blooded animal in a cold environment, breathing air from the water. He beats the 

water with his fins to propel himself, unlike the unclean fish which goes with the flow of the water, coiling 

and uncoiling like a serpent, to propel himself onward. 

Beating his way through the waters with his fins is a type of the Christian overcoming the world. Slithering 

along like a serpent is the type of a person who has to go along with the world in order to make headway. 

This is unclean. BE REMINDED, WE ARE not discussing NATURAL FOOD, but SPIRITUAL principle. 

For those who think of this in the natural, I will quote this scripture and leave it there. 

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 

to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared 

with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created 

to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is 

good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving. For it is sanctified by the word of 

God and prayer" (1 Timothy 4:1-5). 

(Excerpt from The Pattern, pg. 98-99) 

Thought for today: That we be clean fish which is a type of the Christian overcoming the world. 


