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The Ministry of the Teacher 

Scripture reading: 1 Timothy 2:7 

A congregation can appoint a teacher, but it cannot give him/her a ministry. God alone sets ministries in 

the body. The ministry of the teacher must come directly from God. From my own experience, when God 

tells me what to tell His people, He tells me how to tell it. I teach sometimes with a chalkboard, and the 

drawings I put on the board are those things which I see in the Spirit. 

There are, however, many, many different administrations of the Spirit. Although God deals with me in 

this way, He may deal with someone else in an entirely different way, BUT with the same result - His 

people will get the message, and it will be directed by Him. 

There are ministries with the same name as gifts of the Spirit, but the ministry is different from the gift. 

The gift is the manifestation of the Holy Ghost within the believer, working whatever gift God sees fit to 

bring forth through the individual. 

On the other hand, the ministry is a special and more powerful endowment to the church. The minister, 

therefore, is the gift of God to the church. His endowment is not his own. He cannot preach where he 

wills, do what he wants, but as an important part of God's machinery, he must move when and where God 

wants him to move or go. 

Every human being is capable of some gift of the Spirit if he or she surrenders to God, but not everyone is 

an anointed preacher of Christ. It must be remembered that every believer, as part of a body, is a 

ministering, functioning part. In a sense, everyone who is born of God is expected to work with the 

ministry in one capacity or another. Without these sinews of the body, the ministries could not function 

effectively. 

These are the five bars of the tabernacle. 

We should not forget one important observation. The golden rings which hold the bars are attached to the 

gold on the boards, thus signifying that the nature of God in the body is that which holds the ministry, and 

not the ministry or minister holding the congregation. 

(Excerpt from The Pattern, pg. 80-81) 

Thought for today: The nature of God in the body is that which holds the ministry, and not the ministry 

or minister holding the congregation. 


