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Dead Man Walking 

Scripture reading: 1 Timothy 5:6 

We read in 1 Timothy 5:6, “But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.”  I want you to 

understand that there are some people who are dead and yet they live.  Let me tell you a story about this 

subject that you know very well.   

There was a man who was king over Israel named Saul.  Remember that man?  God called him, anointed 

him and gave him power to overcome the enemies of God, but the man began to be disobedient.  The 

prophet went to him, but he never submitted.   

When David sinned with Bathsheba, the prophet went to him (in 2 Samuel 12) and told him the story 

about the rich man having a big fold of sheep, and the poor man having just one little sheep, which was 

taken by the rich man to feed his visiting friends.  When David heard this, he was incensed and ready to 

punish this man right away.  Then the prophet said, “Thou art the man!”  David fell down before him and 

said, “Oh God, forgive me!”  He did not resist, but confessed his guilt.   

Saul, on the other hand (in 1 Samuel 15), when confronted by Samuel the prophet, at first insisted that he 

had done what God told him to do (to destroy all the Amalekites and their cattle), and then that it was 

because of the people that he saved the King Agag and the fattest cattle.  The prophet said to him, “You are 

finished!  The kingdom is taken away from you and will be given to another.  You are no longer King.”   

It is amazing, however, that for many years after that Saul still reigned!  He was a “DEAD MAN 

WALKING.”  He was dead!  HE WAS FINISHED, BUT HE CONTINUED TO GO ON; AND GOD SAID 

THAT THERE ARE SOME IN OUR MIDST WHO ARE WALKING AMONG THE LIVING, BUT THEY 

ARE DEAD.  We need to get dead serious with God, because there are the seeds of death in the midst of 

God’s people! 

Let us read some more Scriptures.  Proverbs 21:16, “The man that wandereth out of the way of 

understanding shall remain in the CONGREGATION OF THE DEAD.”   

There is a congregation that is called “the congregation of the dead.”  The Word says, “…he shall 

remain...”  That means that he was there before, and that there is both a “congregation of the living” and 

a “congregation of the dead.”  And God said that the congregation of the living should not fellowship with 

the congregation of the dead. 

(Excerpt from The Omega Message, December 1997, pg. 5-6) 

Thought for today: Let us make sure we walk in obedience to God submitting to His Word and correction 

so that we would be part of the “congregation of the living.” 

 


