The Mystery of the Union with Christ
Scripture reading: John

17:20-23

The third stage in the Tabernacle, the third seal, is when THE PEOPLE OF GOD BECOME UNITED.
Jesus prayed in John 17:21, "That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me." In the countries, mostly in the
East, where the people have been greatly persecuted, where darkness covers the land and the government
and everything, where persecution is strong against the Christians, the Christians are more one than we in
the West. This is the plan of God, to bring His people together into one.
We call this a UNION WITH CHRIST or the candlestick operation, wherein the oil is poured into the
candlestick (lampstand) and then it is distributed through all the lamps. The seven lamps are on the same
level and they all get the same amount of oil. This candlestick is made of pure gold, which is a type of the
nature of Christ. The bowls of the candlestick were "made like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower"
the stages of fruit bearing. The whole candlestick is covered over by this symbolic artistry. "All it shall be
one beaten work of pure gold," Exodus 25:36b says. The people of God must know that it is fruit-bearing
when we abide in the vine.
In John 15, Jesus tells us that unless we abide in the vine, we will be cast out as a branch that has no life.
God is speaking to the church to remain in Him, to be attached to Him, and to draw life from Him. This is
the message of the candlestick, union with Christ. Christ must have a people, through whom He works, in
total obedience to Him. When He moves to the right or to the left, the heavenly hosts move. The people on
the earth learn to move with the heavenly hosts. This brings oneness. If there is disobedience, then we
cannot receive from God the power and the deliverance we need, because we are not moving with the
heavenly hosts and with the angels of God. When God speaks a Word to His people to do anything, it
means He has angels who are ready to be with them, for we are not alone. If we disobey in any way, we
throw the whole business out of kilter, because God wants us to work with His angels. The work that we
cannot do, they will do.
(Excerpt from The Book of Revelation, Volume 1, pages 113-114)
Thought for today: As we yield to do the will of God, all of the heavenly angels wait to move and work
with us.
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