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Death at the Golden Altar 

Scripture reading: Leviticus 10:1-7 

The Golden Altar of Incense in the Tabernacle of Moses is a place of life. The whole idea of the Holy Place 
is the type of entering into the life of Christ, BUT one must remember that when one enters into the life of 
Christ, one must give up his own life. It stands out as truth, therefore, that to enter into the very fullness 
of the life of Christ, one must settle the question of SELF LIFE and ALL OTHER ALIEN TYPES OF LIFE, 
upon which the Covenant of the Outer Court was sealed and signed with blood. 

There is a fearful record of DEATH AT THE GOLDEN ALTAR. Leviticus 10:1-2 records the death of 
Nadab and Abihu, two sons of Aaron who were also priests. In our time, it represents not only ministers, 
but those who have reached that stage in Christ. 

"And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put 
incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which He commanded them not. And there 
went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord. Then Moses said unto 
Aaron, This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified in THEM THAT COME NIGH ME, and 
before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. And Moses called Mishael and 
Elzaphan, the sons of Uziel the uncle of Aaron, and said unto them, Come near, carry your brethren 
from before the sanctuary out of the camp. So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the 
camp; as Moses had said. And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, 
Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: 
but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the Lord hath kindled. And ye 
shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die; for the anointing oil of 
the Lord is upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses." Leviticus 10:1-7 

God did not kill these people. They transgressed basic principles, and became the victims of their own 
folly. No other fire was to be used in the tabernacle but the fire from the Outer Court altar of sacrifice, 
which God Himself lit, and which was a holy fire to be perpetuated. They disregarded instructions, and 
EXPERIMENTED in things of God. All this sounds familiar to me. The men and women of our day are 
transgressing in this very thing at the Altar of Incense, and are indeed DROPPING DEAD, both physically 
and spiritually. 

Adam was created of God, a LIVING SOUL, but Adam died. Since that time, the perfect will of God for 
man has been to see man move again, NOT ONLY INTO LIFE, BUT INTO IMMORTALITY. 

2nd Timothy 1:10, "But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel." 

It is God's will, therefore, for man to move higher than just being a LIVING SOUL, but to the very 
LIKENESS OF GOD, becoming a QUICKENING SPIRIT. 

This, in other words, is the SONSHIP MESSAGE which we now preach. It is the message of God to His 
creatures to lift them from SERVANTSHIP to SONSHIP. They are to be masters and rulers in the natural, 
but children in the spiritual. 

It transpires, therefore, that when the soul realm is conquered, and the GIFTS AND FRUITS of the Spirit 
begin to come forth in our lives, and we begin to have power over the enemy, having overcome the enemy 
within, THEN there remains only one enemy, or one VEIL yet, and that is ourselves. The veil represents 
flesh, and there are three to be crossed in the Tabernacle, before we come into the Holy of Holies, where 
God meets with man in a FACE TO FACE relationship. 

Exodus 25:22, "And there I will meet with thee and commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from 
between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee 
in commandment unto the children of Israel." 

(Excerpt from The Pattern, 2nd Edition, 1995, pg. 136-138) 

Thought for today: It is God's will, therefore, for man to move higher than just being a LIVING SOUL, but 
to the very LIKENESS OF GOD, becoming a QUICKENING SPIRIT. 


